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" 'Oh,' said the Political Officer, 'I am sorry!
There must have been some mistake! I hope no
damage was done!'
"'Oh, no!' replied the Sheikh, 'Nothing to
mention' Praise be to God! Only a cow, and a wife
I hated!' "
This story, picked up probably in the club and
told as a joke, is really an indictment; for it shows
how inaccurate such air-bombing can be. When
villages are all alike, and the special village to be
bombed is ticked off on a map, and judged merely
by the number of minutes and seconds the aeroplane
travels to reach the spot, the likelihood of a mistake
being made is evident.
Captain Mumford has kindly given me a paper
which contains some fresh material.1 He regards the
North-West Frontier of India as the crucial test as
to whether air-bombing is to be allowed (under
conditions) or to be abolished altogether. On the
whole, he regards the risks to civilized humanity
as far too great to barter them for such a doubtful
advantage on the Frontier. He would agree that the
use of aeroplanes in areas that are difficult to
penetrate strengthens the hands of Government and
saves money. He would distinguish, however,
between air-fighting against tribal columns on the
march and the punitive air-bombing of non-
combatants. The latter he regards not only as
inhumane, but also as in the long run disastrous.
1 He has recently published a book called Humanity, Air Power9 and
War.